Directions to Elkins  (From the Eastern Panhandle)

Unless you want to take the “long way around” through Morgantown and thus travel 4-lane all the way, (in which case, follow the directions below) you will be coming into Elkins through the scenic wonders of mountainous Eastern West Virginia.  You will either come into Elkins via Rt. 219 (also see directions below) or Rt. 33 West from Seneca Rocks.  If that is the case, when you come to the first traffic light in Elkins (there will be a Kroger across the street to the right and a McDonalds across the street to the left), turn RIGHT onto Randolph Avenue (also Rts. 33, 219, 250, etc).  Follow Randolph Avenue through Elkins past one traffic light.  After you see a Subway on your left, you will turn RIGHT at the “Iron Horse” statue of Henry Gassaway Davis.  From there, use the directions below to navigate Davis and Elkins College. 
Directions to Elkins  (From North, South, and West)
You will be coming into Elkins on Rt. 33 West (4-lane) and take the second Elkins exit (Downtown Elkins).  Turn RIGHT at the bottom of the ramp and follow Rt. 219 into Elkins about 2 miles until you come to the first light.  Turn LEFT at the light and then go STRAIGHT through the next light.  Very soon after the light you will see the “Iron Horse” statue of Henry Gassaway Davis.  Turn LEFT at the statue; if you pass the statue, you have gone too far.  You will be on Sycamore Street; follow that for one block.  The City Park will be on your right and the campus of Davis and Elkins College will be on your left.  At “The Gatehouse,” turn LEFT into the Main Entrance of D&E College.  Follow the one-way Campus Drive straight up the hill past the older classroom buildings until you reach the top.  There you will see “The Icehouse” (a pub) on the right and Halliehurst Mansion (where we will have lunch and dinner) on the left.  
D&E Parking Option #1 “Early Birds”
Turn LEFT at Halliehurst and proceed over a small hill down to the other mansion, Graceland, at the bottom of the hill, off to the left.  Where we will be registering is in the Robert C. Byrd Conference Center adjacent to and down the hill to the right of Graceland Mansion.  For the “very early birds” there may be a few parking places in the small lot in front of Graceland.  (It holds 10-12 – those who might be staying Thursday night will certainly get spaces there.)  If that lot is full, turn RIGHT and go down through stone gates and turn LEFT onto a semi-paved road.  Just around the curve is what I call the Lower Conference Center Parking Lot.  It can hold 16 cars (if parking is well-engineered).  If that lot is full, you can turn around and head back up the hill and also park along the unpaved road just past the entrance to the conference center.  That could accommodate perhaps another 8-10 cars.  So, in total, we will have space for maybe 35 cars to park in close proximity to the conference center.  Since Friday is a day of classes at the college, we don’t have access to the decaled parking lots spread around campus.  If you’re not one of the “early birds,” proceed to Option #2.
D&E Parking Option #2 “Not Quite So Early Birds”
If you are facing Graceland Mansion, turn LEFT and head back up and over the hill you came down, until you get back to Halliehurst Mansion on your right.  Turn LEFT (you must) and follow the one-way Campus Drive all the way around campus back to the Main Entance at “The Gatehouse.”  Turn LEFT back onto Sycamore Street and proceed past the U.S. Forest Service Headquarters.  You will bear to the left and head up Harpertown Road for about ¾ of a mile.  After you crest the top of the hill, you will see the Back Entrance into D&E Campus.  Turn LEFT at that road and proceed down to the much larger Event Parking Lot.  It will be to the left once you get to the bottom of the hill.  You will see athletic fields down to your right.  Proceed up the parking lot as far as you can toward the new Center for Health, Physical Education , and Athletics.  You may park anywhere.  From there, it is an invigorating 10-minute walk mostly uphill through the lovely D&E campus to the Conference Center.  Please allow time.  There will be signs posted.  If such a walk seems more challenging than invigorating, I am arranging for a mini-van shuttle service to transport you by special request from the Event Parking Lot around to the Conference Center.  Please let me know if you might be interested in the shuttle service run between 8:45 and 9:30 a.m. by emailing me (bradmartin9@msn.com) prior to the conference. Of course there is no commitment  to do that; I would like some idea of numbers.
Shortcut Alternative to D&E Parking Option #1
Basically follow the “Directions to Elkins” above but don’t go as far as the first light.  About 50 yards (or 50 meters) BEFORE THE LIGHT you will see a turnoff to the left hand side of the road.  Turn carefully, you will need to yield to oncoming traffic.  This branches into Gilmore, Patricia, and Graceland Avenues.  Go straight up to the STOP SIGN and bear RIGHT up the hill.  There you will see the Lower Conference Parking Lot described above.  You will avoid having to drive into downtown Elkins and around D&E’s main campus by coming in this “back door” way.

Driving to Elkins High School from Davis and Elkins College
On Saturday, we will continue the conference at Elkins High School, which is outside of downtown to the south.  Whether you leave D&E campus or out the “back door” described in the alternative parking option, you will be heading through Elkins on Randolph Avenue on Rt. 33 East or Rt. 219 South.  If you’re coming in for the first time on Saturday, use the directions to get to D&E described above but don’t turn at the Iron Horse Statue. (For those coming from the North, South, and West.  If you are coming from the Eastern Panhandle on Rt. 33, turn LEFT at the light at McDonald’s.)  For those coming from D&E, you will arrive at the second traffic light after the Iron Horse Statue.  Kroger will be on your right.  Proceed STRAIGHT through the light past McDonald’s and under a railroad bridge.  You will be on Rt. 219 South (a 5-lane highway) for just under two miles.  You will drive through a commercialized area and pass two lights.  At the THIRD LIGHT (there will be a Par-Mor Quick-stop and Quiznos on the left), TURN RIGHT onto Kennedy Drive.  You will see a sign for Elkins High School.  Drive past Allegheny Power on your left and you will see a parking lot on the left just past a fence.  There are about a dozen temporary trailers that have taken over half of Elkins High’s parking lot since last year.  This is where Elkins Middle School is temporarily housed while their building gets renovated.  There will still be sufficient parking left in Elkins High’s parking lot.  You may park anywhere in the main lot or to the left on the other side of the trailers in front of our adjacent elementary school , Midland, or the Randolph County Technical Center (attached to Elkins High).  If that is not enough, there will be even more parking to the right hand side if you’re facing the school and around to the back.  It’s a Saturday, so parking should not be a problem on that side. Enter the building at the Main Entrance (the doors to the left of the flag pole).  Follow the signs to the Media Center for Registration.
